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Rey %hathor or not vekicles

by Bater Ixp mant
Dhetrigts are oz.npt from the
#nt of the licenss feo
y motOr vehicles.
peeipt uf your requsst for aa epinion
~cthar ar net the Bexar-iedina-

bt Digtriot So, 1 must pay the
r A% in the msintenancs and

froz this deartucn— on
Ataaoonl Couniies Mat

: : fhwaye of this State, but for the
purposes’ of bhis opix « presuming that they ars so

n your feluest you 6ell our sttention to the ocase of

iod ina—at -eo Countiss Uater Improvement Distriet No, 1

va, State) Bl &,)8,(R4) 747, wherein it wes held that the pro-
- o3 ptriet was uxcapt from taxation for the reasocn

TN 10al subdivision of the Etate. But the fes

paid 18 not s tpf dut is a license fee for the privilegs of

the owners opsrsting their motor vehicles upon the publiec high-

ways of the otete. Atkins ¥s, State liighway Department, £01 5.

¥, 826 (¥rit of error refussdj,

Artiele usva--z, Vernon's innetated Civil Ststutes, pro-
vides that : tor vehic s o « 20 be used upon
the pubiis 8 y® n 8 .tAte, « + « shall apply eagh yeary
%0 the &tate highway nnpnrtxcnt through the County Iex Collector
of the gounty in which he resides for the ro§1nsrntian of esch
sush vehiole ownad or eontrolled by him. . .* (Underscoring ours).
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Hon, ¥rank X. Venge, page 2

~

Article 66¥8a~2, supre, is ell incluszive end doss not
make auy provision to exezpt vehicles owned by political sud-
divizions of the State.

However, the iLeglislsture passed Article £475a-3, Varnon's
Annotated Givii Statutes, whiek provides in part as rollowatl

"Ownsrs of motor vehicles, . . . whieh sre the
property of, snd ured sxolusively in the service of
the United Stetes Government, ths Etats of Texas, or
any County, City or Sehool Districet thzreof, shall
epply snnuslly to register all sueh vehicles, dut
shall not be reguired to pay the registration fees
herein preseribed, . , .

in order words, the legislsture bus ssid that all ownars
of motor vehioles whiolh are opsrated upon the pudlic highways
af the State shall iay the 1icense fen, sxcept thoes which sye
snumerated in srticle 8&7%s~-8, suprs,

The rules of ststutoery ecnstrueticn will not perzit us
to extend ths sxemption to politieal subdivisions of the State
not mentioned in seid Artiele 8878a-3. #e are, therefors, of
the opinion that Bexsr-Medina-itascosa Counties »ater Improve-
ment ¥istrict Jo, 1 ia cot exexpt from the peyment of the moter
vehicle licenss fees.

Trusting that the foregoing fully answers your inuiry,
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